
L E C 

I always thought this paflage left out with a great deal of 
judgment, by Tucca and Varius, as it Teems to contradict a 
part in the fixth -ffineid. Addifon on Italy. 

To Leave, v. n. 

1. Toceafe; to defift. 

She is my effence, and I leave to be, 

If I be not by her fair influence 

Fofter’d, illumin’d, cherifh’d, kept alive. Shaktfpeare. 

And frnce this bufinefs To far fair is done, 

Let us not leave till all our own be won. Shakef. H. IV. 

He began at the eldeft, and left at the youngeft. Genef 

2 . To Leave off. To defift. 

Grittus, hoping that they in the caftle would not hold out, 
left off to batter or undermine it, wherewith he perceived he 
little prevailed. KnolLs's Hi/l. of the Turks. 

But when you find that vigorous heat abate, 

Leave off, and for another fummons wait. Rofcommon. 

3. To Leave off. To flop. 

Wrongs do not leave off there where they begin, 

But ftill beget new mifehiefs in their courfe. Daniel. 
To Leave, v. a. [from levy ; lever , French.] To levy; to 
raife: a corrupt word, made, I believe, by Spenftr, for a 
rhyme. 

An army ftrong {he leav'd. 

To war on thofe which him had of his realm bereav’d. 

Spenfer's Fairy Qiieen, b. ii. 
Le'aved. adj. [from leaves, of leaf] 

1. Furniflied with foliage. 

2. Made with leaves or folds. 

I will loofe the loins of kings, to open before him the 
two leaved gates. V a - x ^ v - *• 

LE'AVEN. n. f. [levain, French; kvare, Latin.] 

I. Ferment mixed with any body to make it light; particularly 
ufed of four dough mixed in a mafs of bread. 

It {hall not be baken with leaven. Lev. vi. 17. 

All fermented meats and drinks are eafilieft digefted ; and 
thofe unfermented, by barm or leaven, are hardly digefted. Floyer. 
z. Any mixture which makes a general change in the mate. 
Many of their propofitions favour very ftrong of the old 
leaven of innovations. ^ing Charles. 

To Le'aven. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To ferment by fomething mixed. 

You muft tarry the leav'ning. Shakef. Troil. and LreJJtda. 
Wholoevcr catcth leavened bread, that foul {hall be cut 

Exod.x ii. 17. 

Breads we have of feveral grains, with divers kinds of 
leavenings, and fcafonings; fo that fome do extremely move 
appetites. Bacon's AtlanUs. 

2. To taint; to imbue. 

That cruel fomething unpoffeft. 

Corrodes and leavens all the reft. Frior. 

Le'aver. u.f [leave.] One who deferts or forfakes. 

Let the world rank me in regiftcr 
A mzfktr-leaver, and a fugitive. Shakefpeare. 

Leaves, n. f. The plural of leaf. 

Parts fit for the nourifhment of man in plants are, feeds, 
roots, and fruits; for leaves they give no nourifhment at til. 

Bacon s Natural Hi/lory. 

Le'avings. H.f [from leave.] Remnant; relicks; offal: it 
has no Angular. 

My father has this morning call d together. 

To this poor hall, his little Roman fenate, > 

The leavings of Pharfalia. Addifon s Cato. 

Then who can think we’ll quit the place. 

Or ftop and light at Cloe’s head. 

With feraps and leavings to be fed. " 

Le'avy. adj .,[from leaf] Full of leaves ; covered with leaves. 
Strephon, with leavy twigs of laurel tree, 

A garland made on temples for to wear. 

For he then chofen was the dignity 

Of villa-e lord that Whitfontide to bear. Sidney. 

Now, nca: enough: your feat, fcn*m <*»» 

And {how like thofe you are. bbakefpeat e s Macbeth. 

To LECH r*. [lecher, trench.] To lick over. Hanmer. 
Haft thou yet leched the Athenian s eyes 
With the love juice. Shakefp. Midfummer Night s Dream. 
T V'CHFR n /' ["Derived by Skinner from luxure, old French . 
LE w “1 ufcd ,[i the middlJ ages in the fame fenfe.] A whore- 


luxuria is ufed in the middle ages 

3r w takc thc ftivWi 

ss~“ j*-*-* 

The lecher foon transforms his mtftrefs , now _ , 

In Io’s place appears a lovely cow. ) 

The fleepy leacher fhuts his little eyes, ^ _ , 

About his churning chaps the frothy bubbles rile. ) 

She yields her charms , n , , 

To that fair l'tckr, thc Ihong s* of a™t. P.f, ' OV- 
T t r rHE R v. n. [from the noun.] To whore. 

To Lf. CHER. I to t, and the fmall 

Die for adultery ? no. 1 he wren got , 
gilded fly does letcher in my fight. Sbukejp. . 


LEE 

Gut eats all day, and letchevs all the night. B. Johnfor 
Lec'herous. adj. [from lecher.] Leud ; luftful. ** 

The fapphire {hould grow foul, and lofe its beauty, when 
worn by one that is lecherous-, the emerald {hould fly*to 
pieces, if it touch the fkin of any unchafte perfon. Derbam 
Le'cherously. adv. [from lecherous.] Leudly; luftfully. 
Le'cherousness. n.f [from lecherous.] Leudnefs. 

Le'chery. n.f. [from lecher.] Leudnefs; luft. 

The reft welter with as little fliamc in open lechery , as 
fwine do in the common mire. Alcham's Schoolmajhr. 
Againft fitch leudfters, and their lechery , 

Thofe that betray them do no treachery. Shakefpeare. 
Le'ction. n.f. [ledio, Lat.] A reading; a variety in copies. * 
Every critick has his own hypothefis : if the common text 
be not favourable to his opinion, a various le£lion (hall be 
made authentick. JVatts's Lorici 

LE'CTURE. n.f. [lefiure, French.] 

1 . A difeourfe pronounced upon any fubjeCt. 

Mark him, while Dametas reads his ruftick lecture unto 
him, how to feed his beafts before noon, and where to fliade 
them in the extreme heat. Sidney, b. ii. 

Wrangling pedant, 

When in mufick we have fpent an hour, 

Your leiiure (hall have leifure for as much. Shaiefp. 
When letters from Cefar were given to Rufticus, he rc- 
fufed to open them till the philofopher had done his lec¬ 
tures. Taylor s Holy Livin’'. 

Virtue is the folid good, which tutors {hould not only read 
lectures and talk of, but the labour and art of education 
{hould furnifti the mind with, and fallen there. Locke, 

Numidia will be bleft by Cato’s lectures. Addifon's Cato, 

2. The a£l or practice of reading; perufal. 

In the lefiure of holy feripture, their apprehenfions are 
commonly confined unto the literal fenfe of the text. Browne. 

3. A magifterial reprimand. 

To Le'cture. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To inftrutt formally. 

2. To inftrudl irtfolently and dogmatically. 

Le'cturer. n.f. [from lefture.] An inftru&or; a teacher by 

way of le&ure; a preacher in a church hired by the parifti 
to alfift the reCtor or vicar. 

If any minifter refufed to admit into his church a leiiurer 
recommended by them, and there was not one orthodox or 
learned man recommended, he was prefently required to at¬ 
tend upon the committee. Clarendon. 

Le'ctureship. n.f. [from lefiure.] The office of a lecturer.' 
He got a ledlurejhip in town of fixty pounds a year, where 
he preached conftantly in perfon. Swift. 

Led. part. pret. of lead. 

Then {hall they know that I am thc Lord your God, 
which caufcd them to be led into captivity among the hea- 
t h en> Ezck. xxxix. 28. 

The leaders of this people caufed them to err, and they 
that are led of them are deftroyed. Ifa. ix. 16. 

As in vegetables and animals* fo in moft other bodies, not 
propagated by feed, it is the colour we moft fix on, and are 
moft led by. , Lsdc ‘ 

Ledge. n.J. [leggen, Dutch, to lie.] 

1 A row; layer; ftratum. . 

The loweft ledge or row fhould be merely of ftone, clolely 
laid, without mortar : a general caution for aH parts in build¬ 
ing contiguous to board. JVotton s Archite ure. 

2 . A ridge rifing above the reft. 

The four parallel flicks rifing above five inches higher than 
the handkerchief, ferved as ledges on each fide. Gulliver. 
9. Any prominence, or rifing part. 

Beneath a ledge of rocks his fleet he hides. 

The bending brow above, a fafe retreat provides. Dryden. 
Ledhorse. n. f. [led and horfe.] A fumpter horfe. 

Lee. n. f [lie, French.] 
j. Dregs; fediment; refufe. 

My cloaths, my fex, exchang d for thee, 

I’ll mingle with the people’s wretched fcr. r . / 

2. [Sea term; fuppofed by Skinner from l eau, l(t 

generally that fide which is oppofite to the wiW" 
Lre is that the wind blows on. To be under the ,LeotJ 
fhore, is to be clofe under the weatherfW A h fo 
fhip is one that is not faft by a wind, to make J 

goo P d as fhc might. To lay a ffi.p by **"^£^£4 
fb that all her fails may lie againll the inafc 'and ^ ^ 

and the wind to come right on her broadfide, f ^ 

make little or no way. . , _ had had 

If wc, being floral-beaten in die bay *) f 

a po,t under our la, that wc nught ha»chcpt»ur Inlia „ 
ing Ihipt with our men of war, we had “J;™™ WW 
fleet, and the Azores. . , , n„ n kirk with 

The Hollanders were wont to ^^gShen. 

the wind at north weft, making a lee {ho Bjfayt. 

Unprovided of tackling and victualling, tb<7 an d 

fea by P a ftorm ; yet better do fo than ventur 
finking on a lee more. Hi®’ 
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LEE 

• Hint, haply numb'ring oh the Nortwy foam, 

The pilot of fome fmall n.ght-founder d fkifl. 

Deeming fome ifland, 6ft as Teamen tell, 

With fixed anchor in his fcaly rind, 
w U V his fide under the lee , while night 
t Ac the fea. Miltons Paradtfe LoJI, b. u 

nVC Batter’d by his lee they lay. 

The palfing winds through their torn canvafs play. Drydeii. 
^ E Aph^c{an [ ! S a C V S ofXr 3 of the art of healing: whence we 

ftill ufe ^°^ le thc which had great infight 

In that difeafe of grieved confcicnce, 

And well could cure the fame ; his name was patience. 

A Spenfer's Fairy Queen, b. 1. 

Her words prevail’d, and then the learned leach 
HU running hand ’gan to his wounds fo lay. 

And all things clfe the which his art did teach. Fa. Qu. 
Phyfick is their bane. 

The learned teaches in defpair depart, 

And fhake their heads, defponding of their art. 

Wife leeches will not vain receipts obtrude : 

Deaf to complaints they wait upon the ill; 

Till fome fafe crifis. , 

The hoary wrinkled leech has watch d and toft □, 

Tried every health reftoring herb and gum, 

And wearied out his painful fkill in vam. Rowe s J. Shore. 
A fleilful leach, 

They fay, had wrought this bleffed deed; 

This leach Arbuthnot was yclept. Gay's Pajlorals. 

A kind bf fmall watelr ferpent, which fallens on animals, 

* 4nd fucks the blood : it ii ufed to draw blood where the lan¬ 
cet is lefs fafe, whence perhaps the name. 

I drew blood by leeches behind his ear. Wfman's Surg. 

Sticking like leeches, till they Burft with bldod. 

Without remorfe irifatiably. Rofcorhmon. 

To Leech, v. a. [from the noun.] To treat" with medica- 
mfertte. 

Le^echcraEt. n.f. [leech dnd craft.] The art of healing. 

IVfc fttidy fpeech, but others we perliradc : 

Wc leechcraft learn,- but others cure with it. Davies. 
Leef. adj. [lieve, Irve, Dutch.] Kind; fond. 

Whilomc all thefc were low and Life, 

And lov’d their flocks to feed ; 

They never ftrove to be the chief. 

And fimple was their weed. Spenfer's Pajlorals. 

Leek, n.f [ieac, Saxon; hock, Dutch'; kechk, Erfe.J. 

Its flower confifts of iix pedals, and is fhaped, as it were, 
like a bell; in the center arifes the pointal, Which after- 
Ward becomes a roundilh fruit, divided into three cblls, Which 
contain roundilh feeds : t6 thefc notes may be added, the fta- 
Enina are generally broad and flat, ending in three capi{la¬ 
ments, of which the middle one is furniflied with a chive; 
thc flowers are alfo gathered ihto alrhbft globular bunches : 
the rOots are long, cylindrical,- and coated, thc coats Ending 
in plain leaves. Miller. 

Know’ll thou Fluelhfn ? —Yes'. 

—Tell him I'll knock his letk about his pate, 

Upon St. David’s day. Shakefpear/s Henry V. 

Leek to the Wefth, to Dutchmen buttbr’s dfear. Gay. 
We ufe acrid plants iirwaVdly and outwardly ilVgan’ereens ; 
in thc feurvy, watcr-Orefl'es, "horl'e-radifh, gailick, “or leek 
pottage. Floy it Ott Humours. 

LEER. n. f. [pleapc, facies, Saxon.] 

1. An oblique view. 

I fpy entertainment hr her; flic gives the leer Of invitation. 

Shakefpeare's Merry fPhtes of IVindfor. 
Afidc the devil turn’d 1 
For envy, yet With jealous Let malign 
Ey’d them alkancc.’ MUtotfs Pdr. Lojl, b. iv. 

2. A laboured call of countenance. 

Damn with faint praife, concede with civil' her. Pope. 
I place a ftatcfman full before my fight; ‘ " 

A bloated moiiftcr in all his geer. 

With {hamclcfs vifage, and perfidious leer. Swift. 

To Leer. v. n. [from the nouii.] ^ 

r. To look obliquely ; to-look archly. 

I will leer upon him as he comes by; and do but mark 
the countenance that he will give me. Shakefp. Henry IV 
I wonder whether you taftc thc plcafure of independency’ 
or Whether yotr do not fometimes frsr upoh the court. Swift 
2k To look w.th a forced countenance. 

Bertran has been taught the arts of cotifts-. 

To gild a face with fmiles, and leer a man to fuin. Drvd 
L fm’ h/‘ ^ Frcnch ‘i Drc S s; fcdime nt: it'has feldom a 

^his proceeded by rcafon of the old huniour of thofe cOun 

SH h Tt th / C “T of King Richard was fo ftrong, 
that t lay like Les in the bottom of mens hearts ; and if the 
veffel was but ftirred, it would come up. Baeon’s Henry VII 
Jr they love lees, and leave the lufly wine, 

Envy tliem not their palates with the lwinc. B. johnfon 


Dryden v 


Tuffer. 


LEG 

Thofe Les that trouble it refine 
The agitated foul of generous wine: 

To Leese. v. a .. [Lfcn, Dutch.] To lofe: an old word. 

Then fell to thy profit botli butter and cheefe. 

Who buieth it ifooner thc more he {hall Lefe. 

No caufe, nor client fat, will Chev’ril leefe. 

But as they come on both Tides he takes fees ; 

And pleafeth both : for while he melts his greafe 

For this, that wins for whom he holds his peace. B. Johnf 

How in the port our fleet dear time did Lefe, 

Withering like prifoners, which lie but for fees. Donne. 
Leet. n. f 

Leete, or leta, is otherwife called a law-day. The word 
feemeth to have grown from the Saxon leSe, which was a 
court of jurifdidlion above the wapentake or hundred, com¬ 
prehending three or four of them, otherwife called thirfli- 
ing, and contained the third part of a province or {hire : 
thefe jurifdidlions, one and other, be now abolilhed, and fwal- 
lotf-ed up in the county court. Cowell. 

Who has z breaft fo pure. 

But fome uncleanly apprehenfions 

Keep Lets and law-days, and in feffions fit 

With meditations lawful. Shakefpeare's Othello. 

You would prefent her at the Let, ' 

Becaufe The bought ftone jugs, and no feal’d quarts. Slidk. 
Le'eward. adj. [lee and peapb, Saxon.] 

1. Towards the wind. See Lee. 

The claffiae were called long ftiips, the onerariae round, 
becaule of their figure approaching towards circular: this 
figure, though proper for the ftowage of goods, was not the 
fitteft for failing, becaufe of the great quantity of leeward 
way, except when they failed full before the wind. Arbuth. 

Let no ftatefman dare, 

A kingdom to a fhip compare ; 

Left he {hould call our commonweal 
A veflel with a double keel; 

Which juft like ours, new rigg’d and man’d. 

And got about a league from land. 

By change of wirid to leeward fide, 

The pilot knew not how to guide. 

LEFT, participle preter. of leave. 

Alas, poor Hdy ! defolate and left; 

I weep myfelf to think upon thy words. Shakefpeare. 

Had fuch a river as this been left to itfelf, to have found 
its Way out from among the Alps, whatever windings it had 
made, it mull have formed feverai little Teas. Addifon. 

Were I left to myfelf, I would rather aim at inftrufting 
than diverting; but if we will be ufeful to the world, wc 
muft take it as we find it. Addifon's Spectator, N179, 

Left. adj. [lufte, Dutch; lavus; Latin.] Siniftrous; not 
right. 

That there is alfo in men a natural prepotency in the right, 
wc cannot with conftancy affirm, if we make obfervation 
irf children, who permitted the freedom of both hands, do oft- 
times Confine it unto the lift, and are not without great diffi¬ 
culty reftrained from it. Brown's Vulgar Errours, b. iv. 

The right to Pluto’s golden palace guides, 

Thc left to that unhappy region tends, 

Which to the depth of Tartarus defeends. Dryden's AEn. 

The gods of greater nations dwell around. 

And, on the right and left, the palace bound ; 

The commons where they can. 

A raven from a wither’d oak, 

Left of their lodging was oblig’d to croak ; 

That omen lik’d him not. 

The left foot naked when they march to fight, 

But in a bull’s raw hide they {heathe the ri^ht. 

The man who ftruggles in the fight, ° 

Fatigues left arm as well as right. 


Swift. 


Dryden f 

Dryden. 

Dryden. 


Left-handed, adj. [left and hdridf tiling the left-hand ra¬ 
ther than right. 

The limbs are ufed moft on the right-fide, whereby cuftom 
helpeth ; for we fee, that feme are left-handed, which are 
fuch as have ufed the left-hand* moft. Bacon's Nat. Hi/l 
For the feat of the heart and liver on one fide, whereby 
men become left-handed, it happeneth too rarely to counte- 
nance an effect fo common : for the feat of the liver on the 
lett-flde is very monftrous. Brown's Vulgar Errours 

Habitual ul'e’of 

Although a (quint Uft.hmiM, 

B ungracious ; yet we cannot want that hand. 

Leg. n.J. [leg, Daniffi; leggur, fllahdick.] 

‘'rifATa,X t, “r “'"■ P-ttrittulnriy that part between 

. 7 bey hdfti' v and what their tardy feet deriv’d 
7 he truftyftafr, their better leg, fupply’d. ‘ * Dryden 
Purging comfits, and ants eggs, vryam. 

Had almoft brought him off hfsV Hudibras 

Such intrigues people cannot meet with, who hive ol 
thmg but % to cariy them. Addijbl Guardian. 

2. An 


Donne. 
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